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trajan 'and hadrian
1.	BAS-RELIEF ON ONE OF THE TWO BALUSTRADES
OF THE FORUM.   Found in the Forum at Rome and now
standing there.    The emperor, probably Trajan, standing on
the Rostra of the Roman Forum (the buildings of which are
shown in the background, with the symbol of Rome—the
statue of Marsyas and the sacred fig-tree—in the right-hand
corner)   announces some good  news to the citizens.    The
announcement is received  with  applause  and  satisfaction.
Its nature is explained by the next scene.    The emperor is
seated on a tribunal, surrounded by citizens.    A symbolical
figure, probably Italy, presents a child to him.    It is evident
that the relief was intended to glorify the institution of the
alimenta or ' endowment of families ', which was expected to
arrest the depopulation of Italy.   2nd cent. a. d.
2.	BAS-RELIEF ON THE SECOND BALUSTRADE OF
THE FORUM.   Found in the Forum at Rome and now stand-
ing there.    The emperor (Trajan or Hadrian), seated on the
Rostra, gives an order to a higher magistrate, probably the
praefect of the city or of the praetorians, which is instantly
carried out.    Praetorians in half-military dress (tunic and
sword-belt)  bring documents and pile them up before the
emperor.    Behind the figures are seen the buildings of the
Forum and, at the other end, the statue of Marsyas and the
sacred fig-tree.   The scene is usually explained as representing
the burning by Trajan of the records of arrears of taxes owing
by the provincials.   It may also represent Hadrian's cancella-
tion of debts due to the fiscus from individuals in Rome and
Italy.    These two reliefs illustrate once more the main pre-
occupation of the Antonines—the depopulation of Italy and
the heavy burden of payments to the state which ruined the
empire.    Like many monuments on which Trajan appears
(e. g. the arch of Beneventum), the balustrades may have been
executed by Hadrian to glorify both his predecessor's and his
own achievements.   2nd cent. a. d.

